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ABSTRACT

of later behavioral problems.



25Heritability of negative emotionality

INTRODUCTION

 Children displaying high levels of persistent crying and distress are a 

source of concern to their parents and a frequent reason to consult a family doctor or 

pediatrician.

 The remaining part of the variance 

considered negligible.

of a sum score of a set of items that are thought to measure an underlying construct 

at the item or symptom level instead of sum scores.  The literature on focal aspects of 

environmental factors on focal aspects and broader dimensions of temperament, found 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

longitudinal survey projects.
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 For the remaining families, 

 Complete data on demographic 

several behavioral problems. Parents are asked to rate the behavior of their child during 

al.
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liability threshold model. This model assumes that an unobserved liability underlies the 

load on the liability to EU, and the same is the case for the environmental factors. The 

given the data. 
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those means.

RESULTS

reports on the frequency of crying behavior.

In the saturated model, thresholds could be constrained to be equal over all groups 
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and girls. 

and E on EU and the cross loadings from CWC on EU could be dropped from the model. 
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predicted EU, but not CWC. Including all personality scales as predictors in the model 

  

DISCUSSION
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 Our study has by far the 
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measurement and instruments used. A more comprehensive comparison might be found 

later in life.

embedding in a longitudinal study design is a unique advantage of the present study, 

Furthermore, the longitudinal aspect of the study made it possible to establish that CWC 
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aspect of infant behavior. 

 As these behaviors are 
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